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It is not easy to recognize the objective rules and historical 
trends in the development of principles and systems of rear support of 
the Armed Forces. This aroa of military affairs ‘Ls in direct dependence 
not only upon factors of a purely military nature but also upon the 
whole country's econony. 


Because of this there is great interest in scientific research on 
the entire complex of conditions and factors which determine the develop- 
ment of the armed forces rear area and the development of scientific 
methods for solving problems of rear support in modern conditions. 


Our scientific thought recognizes the fact that until recently the 
rules of armed conflict were investigated very slowly for a number of 
reasons. The theoretical bases for the development of principles and 
systems of rear support, which are directly dependent upon the study of 
bases for the development of military affairs as . whole, were naturally 
studied to an even lesser degree, In this area, we did not possess 
truly scientific generalizations and, as a result, individual, basic 
problems were sometimes solved without necessary consideration for obm 
jective laws and only on the basis of some officials’ experience and 
intuition, 


In our time when a true revolution is occurring in military affairs, 
scientific thought is faced with the full-scale task of studying the 


sclentific principles in the further development of military affairs, 
including problems of the rear area, 


The role and place of the rear in the overall complex of problems 
in the wilitary establishment and armed defense of a socialist state are 
defined in the works by F. Engels.and ¥. I. Lenin on military problems. 
They scientifically proved the dependence of the course and outcome of 
any war on the economy of belligerent countries and the stability of 
their rear area, 


The stability of the rear determines the course and -. rome of the 
war; it includes the entire country, its economy, politicas structure, 
economic structure, all state and public institutions, population, etc, 
Therefore, efficient Cperations of the rear during a war and the unin- 
terrupted satisfaction of the needs of a country engaged in war (not 
only its armed forces), are provided by the political and state leader~ 
ship of the country and not by the military command. The solution of 
problems in providing the required rear stability during a war presents 


or research by many sciences and primarily those of histori~ 
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The concept of the rear in its broader sense, as given in the 
works of fF, Engels and V. I, Lenin, is far from identical with the con. 
cept of the rear as a part of the armed forces which provides general 
support iin accordance with the conditions of the conduct of battles and 
operations. 


Research on the theoretical bases for rear support of the armed 
forces is a subject for military science. It must be conducted with 
consideration ot the objective laws which determine the development of 
military affairs as a whole, 


Take, for example, the influence of polities and economics on the 
development of principles and systems of rear support. Marxism-Leninism 
defines each war as the continuation of polities by forceful means, 
Politics not only determines the outbreak of wars and their aims, but 
it also manifested in all forms of combat employed in war. 


Certain aspects of a war's political goals also appear in the sys. 
tem of rear support for the armed forces. Experience gained in the Civil 
War in the USSR serves as an extremely clear illustration of the thoroughe 
ness with which political factors must be considered in developing a sys~ 
tem for rear support. The Communist Party, led by the great Lenin, 
established a system of rear support for the Red Army during the Civil 
War which facilitated the maximum effective utilization of the extremely 
limited resources available and at the same time created favorable condi- 
tions for strengthening fraternal ties between the young revolutionary 
army and the working masses. 


At each stage of the Great Patriotic War there was careful considera 
tion of the political aspects in all actions of rear support to our armed 
forces. 


The dependence of war on the Sconomy, as scientifically proved by 
the classics of Marxism and Leninism, has been confirmed by the practice 
of all wars. 


While politics, as seen in the first example, has a direct influence 
on the rear support system as a whole, the development level of produc- 
tion forces and the economic potential represent the prime base not only 
for the rear support system as whole but also for all its functional 

rinciples. 
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The coordination between the rear support system of the Soviet Arme 
SRBADAGUASEM ad. as well as thi 


of our country, has always facili 
of all resources for the perfor 
onomy tasks. 


The dependence of rear Support systems and principles on economic 
factors in the prosent stage gives essentially new significance to timel 
economic preparation of a country to repel, aggression, requires the use 
of new forms of mobilization preparation, é 
to estimating the economic potential of th 
tries. These factors attain special signi 


" tion of problems in developing vechniques 


that the system of organization and the pri 
veloped under the influence of objective 


In regard to the laws which reflect the development of the actual 
rear support system,as one of the most important aspects of military 
activities, there has been considerably less attention given to theore- 
tical principles in this area. 


Therefore, I would like to devote primary attention to the Pollowing 
objective laws: 


between the rear support, system and the level of development 
. achieved in troop organization and military art; 


the constant inecroase in the dependence of each operation, 
engagement, and battle on the efficient organization of rear 
operations, in order to achieve success; 

the increase in requirements for decreasing the interval be- 
tween the forces and systems of higher rear echelons and the SUp~ 
ported forces; 

an increase in mobility of the rear; 


the growth in importance of operational control, 


Among the facts cited, the greatest importance is attached to the 


constant correlation of rear Support systems to the achieved level of 
organizational development in the forces and in military art, 


The history of military art clearly shows that in connection. with 
dfovsardbReléace 20D0/084Ginn CLA-RDBSAIOGR7SRONGIOOONOGL IT” 2: 
change in tactics and the development of operational art, changes were 
made in the forces and systems of rear support, their organization and 
principles of operation. Through the tests of many wars over a number 
of centuries, there developed a system of rear support, and the troop 
rear underwont changes as it progressed from independent commercial en- 
terprises to an inseparable component at all levels of military organi~ 
zation. 


In the 47 years of the Soviet Armed Forces development, the rear 
support system has undergone three fundamental changes which found ex- | 
prass:on in appropriate reforms. I have in mind the military reform of 
192M iB, reorganization of the rear in the initial stage of the Great 
Patriotic War, and the fundamental changes which were made in the troop 
rear suport system in the postwar years. 


Violation of the principle of constant correlation of the rear. sup- 
port system to combat operational techniques was especially felt in rear 
operations at the start of the post war. 


The first months of the Great Patriotic War, during which our army 
retreated and did not have a unified rear services organization, con= 
firmed the serious consequences resulting from neglect of this important 
principle. 


A similar conclusion may be drawn from the experience of foreign 
countries. For example, the US Army at the beginning of the war, had a 
large number of supply and support services that were unrelated. The 
fallacy of this system became apparent at the outset of war and by 
Presidential Order of 8 March 1942, i.e. soon after US entry into the 
war, support systems were created and were -headed by the appropriate 
commands. 


In both cases, the restructuring of the rear organization was cone 
ducted at the outset of the war and had a Single goal =. to abolish the 
negative effect of an obsolete system of rear organization on the course 
of military operations. Now, when military operations of an initial 
war period have a decisive effect on its outcome, a basic reconstruction 
of the rear support system in the first months of a war could reduce the 
operational effectiveness of excellently armed and trained forces or even 
nullify their efforts. 


The stern requirements of our times are that new techniques must be 
developed, introduced in troop practice, and completely mastered by the. 
orces prior to commencement of military operations. While in past epochs 
of the long evolutional development, errors and omissions in military art 
and military science could be corrected during a war, failures in the 
present highly dynamic conditions have potentinlly grave consequences. 
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taken much more frequently than in the past. This conclusion is com= 
pletely logical and stems from Marxist-Leninist teachings. 


History has demonstrated that, as society has developed at each ne 
stage, the objective factors for the subsequent progressive leaps have 
developed more rapidly. Each new era, in itself, is the outcome of a 
higher level of productive forces and consequently, it has the requisite 
material conditions for a more dynamic development from the very start, 


Such a theory is wholly applicable to war as a sociological pheno~ 
menon and, therefore, to the development of a rear support system. 


Success in each operation, enga oment, and battle depends on an ef» 
ficiently organized operation oF the rear support s stem, on the timely 
and uninterrupted satisfaction of troop requirements for necessary sup~ 
plies, and on the survivability and maneuverability of that system. 


First of all, attention should be devoted to the constant growth in 
the operational scope of rear support and its related tendency to increas 
the forces and systems of ‘he rear, 


The growth of material expenditures in war and of operations 
g® in the history of wars and military art. 
xpenditure during the Great Patriotic War was almost eight 
times greater than for World War I. Fuel consumption was also drasticall 
increased, 


In preparation for each strategic offensive Operation in the Great 
Patriotic War, the Stavka of the Supreme High Command, the General Staff, 
and central organs of the armed forces rear, the military councils of 
fronts and armies, and organs of the operational and troop rear performed 
a volume of work in the organization of wninterrupted rear support. to the 
forces that was unparalleled in history. 


There is no basis for the assumption that material expenditures for 
an operation will be Significantly reduced with the advent of nuclear 
weapons and other’ systems of mass destruction. The intensity and great. 
dynamics of combat Operations, as well as the high level of mechanization 
of troops and automation of armaments, will evidently cause a further 
growth in material expenditures, 


In discussing a quantitative growth of materiel expenditures, I have 
in mind. more than a simple increase in amomts of materiel, Included is 
an increase in labor consumption for production of each unit of materiel 
employed by the Armed Forces, In fact, is it possible to compare the 
labor consumed in production of modern types of armament or transporta= 
tion, or even of equipment with corresponding indicators at the begin» 
ning of our century? 
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prigved Ror eeferes® for battles and operations. With the advent of now 
types of weapons, the variety of materlel used by forces during execu- 
tion of combat missions is oxpanded, ’ 


For example, in World War I, the base for logistical support was 
made y of supply categories such as rations and artillery (ammunition’, 
supply). 


In the Great Patriotic War, there was a sharp increase in the pro— 
portion of fuel for aviation, tanks, and motor transport. The varieties 
of equipment and munitions were expanded. This increased the dependence 
of the preparation and course of an operation on timely and complete 
support of the forces with ail required supplies. 


Timeliness and completeness in supporting the forces with missiles | 
are now becoming the prime criterion in evaluating their readiness to 
execute combat missions. Tens of types of fuel and a tremendous number 
of inventory items in lubricants have necessarily been introduced into 
supply channels for support of modern equipment. Munition inventories 
increased both at the operational level and in a soyedineniye, regiment, 
and even in a potrazdeleniye, 


Many thousands of technical items (units assemblies, parts, spare 
parts) will be required on a daily basis and in large numbers. 


Specialists have calculated that the present ratio of all technical 
Support systems in the overall volume of a front'!s logistics have grown 
by onemand-a-half to two times in comparison to the Patriotic War period. 


In these conditions, the success of each operation and each battle 
becomes vitally dependent on the functioning of the rear support system 
and on the rear's capability for timely delivery to the forces of all 
that is necessary in the amounts and types required, 


A timely launch of a missile with a nuclear warhead depends not only 
on accurate and efficient work by staffs of the missile forces and operae- 
tional control elements, but also to a considerable extent on coordinated 
synchronized operations of the system of rear elements « from the center 
to and including the forces! rear wits. 


The increased dependence of operational success on timeliness and 
completeness of rear support to the forces in a situation where the enemy 
employs weapons of mass destruction has created the need for conducting 
a number of measures to establish reliable survival conditions for the 
rear itself, 
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new types of rear support, it naturally becomes necessary to reinforce 
the existing rear elements, increase their productive capability, and 
establish improved rear units and enterprises, However, this conflicts 
with the constant striving for maximum reduction in the number of ser~ 
vice units in the combat forces components. 


During a period of drastic changes in military affairs this seen= 
ingly insurmountable conflict may be eliminated only through development 
of a qualitatively new system and new principles of rear support, which 
would establish conditions for effective employment of available forces 
and systems in accordance with the new requirements of military art and 
the changes in troop organization. 


Consequently, the increased dependence of operations on the reliable 
work of the rear has always been an objective rule in the development of 
a system and of the principles of rear support. 


The constant requirement for brin ing the forces and systems of the 
higher echelon rear elements closer to the supported forces is a natural 
tendency, which has existed throughout the historical Gavelopment of 
military art. 


The practical manifestation of this historical tendency is interest~ 
ing in that during earlier stages of military development there was a 
gradual differentiation of the basic roar units for the purpose of bring- 


ing the designated forces and systems closer to the supported troops, 


Thus, between the central rear units and the center of troops, an 
operational link was established. Later on, battalion and regimental 
units appeared in the troop rear, while frontal and army echelons ap= 
peared at the operational level, With a growth in troop requirements and 
an increase in operational maneuverability, the forces and systems of 
each individual rear echelon became insufficient to satisfy the require~ 
ments for autonomous action by the supported troops. 


Because of this, prior to World War II the search began for a type 
of rear organization which would permit the employment, if necessary of 
forces and systems from higher rear echelons to support the trocpys in 
operations. 


Many various forms and techniques for closing the gap between cen» 
tral systems and the supported troops were developed in practice during 
the Great Patriotic War. During the war, rear control elements were 
established under the commanders in chief of sectors and the representa= 
tives of the Supreme High Command Stavka at the fronts. Central bases 
were moved up to the front operational sectors and in a number of cases 
the center directly performed tasks in support of independent operational 
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a, of its forces and systems near the active troops and deployed them in 
Meee YRGHIT the frontal. zone, 


In the work of the operational and troop rears, the constant draw 
on forces and systems of higher echelons to the supported troops was, 
dn general, an unchanging principle throughout the entire Great Patrio— 
tic War. 


In the development of new principles for Organization of the opera- 
tional rear in the postwar pericd, there has again been an attempt to 
draw the operational rear's forces and systems closer to the supported 
soyedineniya. . , 


All rear support forces and systems to be deployed in the frontline 
rear zone in a nuclear missile war must operate in close cooperation and 
mutual support, without duplicating one another, It will often be 
necessary to unite the efforts of all rear echelons to execute the main 
missions at each given stage. In the future, this unity of efforts will 
be required during support to large-scale regrouping of troops, commit— 
ment of advancing ob'yedineniya, and in other instances. Also, a large 
number of soyedineniya under present conditions must be supported by 
forces and systems of the front's rear echelon. Certain types of ma- 
teriel must be supplied directly to the troops from the center's arsenals 
and bases, 


All of this indicates that it is urgently necessary to make a ser— 
lous study of ways to solve the problem of bringing higher echelon rear 
forces and systems closer to the supported troops and to create condi- 
tions for their maneuver according to a unified plan, independently of 
echelon subordination. 


Military commanders have devoted special attention to an increase in 
mobility and maneuverability of rear support systems and forces to match 
the maneuverability of supported troops ever since the establishment of 
regular armies. Thus, in the armies of the principal western countries 
since the 17th century the '5-stage" magazine supply system has been 
firmly introduced. This system was based on the principle of outfitting 
armies of mercernaries and it met an urgent requirement of military art -- 
to enable the troops to operate over a given period of time without halts 
to establish new bases. 


An essentially different means of making rear mobility to the maneu- 
verability of supported troops was characteristic of the Russian Army. 
From the very beginning of the Russian regular army, Peter I began to 
build a system of troop supply based on the employment of supplies in 
permanent, temporary, and mobile magazines (stores). Even in that far re- 
moved time a firm course was taken toward the creation of mobile supply 
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n creating rear elements in each stage of troop organizational dovelop- 
mont. 


For oxample, with the advent of combined-arms soyedineniya, a por. 
tion of the forces and systems was designated for the formation of just 
such a mobile echelon as the troup rear, Wo see exactly the same picture 
in the period when field armies and front ob'yedineniya were formed, In 
these developmental stages of troop organization there was a correspond 
ing differentiation between rear echelons, 


The appearance of suoh a highly maneuverable branch of armod forces 
as the air force created different conditions under which it was impos-: 
sible to use the old method to achieve rear mobility that corresponded to 
the maneuverability of troops. Events forced a search for essentially 

. new ways of colving this problem. An almost complete divorcee of aviation 
chasti and soyedineniya from regular rear elements was required, as was 
the creation of an entire system of independent rear units capable of 
Supporting any aviation maneuver according to the principle that "the 
Support system is located with the supported troops," 


At present the combat operations of large ob'yedineniya have become 
particularly dynamic and flexible, Their rear elements have been con» 
siderably lightened, but even in the present organization there are still 
opportunities for increasing mobility and maneuverability of the rear. 

I believe that a solution of the problem of mobility and maneuverability 
of the ground forces! rear Support system shovld be sought along the lines 
tested in the practice of the Air Force, Of course, it is impossible to 
transfer practices of the Air Force rear Support system in their entirety 
to the ground forces rear operations. However, in principle, the higher 
echelon of the rear must undertake +he performance of the more labor.. 
consuming tasks and relieve the Supperted troops of these functions. Only 
then is there hope of eliminating the factors which have a negative effect 
on the maneuver capabilities of ob'yedineniya . 


In addition to Organizational measures, an inerease in mobility and 
maneuverability has always been facilitated by an improvement of tech= 
nical equipment, mainly transportation equipment, New transport means, 
capable of satisfying to a large degree the maneuver requirements of 
troops and of performing the required volume of supply and evacuation 
transport, were employed for this purpose to achieve military objectives. 


Acning the principio of tho oonstant 
nt_loadorship of tho entire system of 
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Tho consistont desire to organizo roar support in completo accordance 
with tho battlo and operational situation has led to the fact that roar 
control has bocomo subordinate to tho lino commandors at all ocholons of 
troop organization. Moro rocontly, bocause of comploxity in roar oup~ 
port, spocial groups for solving probloms in operational control of the 
rear havo boon formod at tho combined~arma ataffs. 


In a numbor of tho capitalist countries armios, this systom continues 
to function at prosent. Truo, during World War IT and tho postwar pordod, 
roar ae and commands also oporated sido by sido in cortain armios (US 
and FRG). 


Requirements for operational control of the rear in tho Soviet Army 
were sharply increasod in the initdal period of the Great Patriotic War. 
Control of the rear at tho outset of tho war was so somplicated that the 
execution of this task by combined~arms staffs interforred to a certain 
degroe with their primary function of control of combat forces. It was 
also practically impossible to assign rear control functions to a single 
chief ut the rear services. 


In view of that situation, special olements of rear operational cone 
trol -- rear staffs at the f ots and in armies (in soyedineniya there 
wore organizational and planning sections) -~ were oreatod. The rear 


staffs played an extremely important role in the Great Patriotic War. 
Their tasks were flexible. The scope of tasks and functions of rear 
staffs was especially expanded by the advont of mass destruction weapons. 


After studying the nature of modern operations and working conditions 
in rear areas during their prepara, ion and conduct, we arrive at the con- 
clusion that in the future it will...» necessary to perfect all rear cone 
trol elements to achieve an even greater increase in the effectiveness of 
their work. 


This is also necessary because in the new conditions, the rear staffs 
are roquired not only to execute their traditional functions in overall 
Organization of the rear, but also to assume service functions for the 
purpose of providing more efficient control of all rear soyedineniya, 
chasti, and agencies. 
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mentation of an ontare complox of moasuros for tho furthor dovolopment 
and improvamont of thu roar sorvicos, It 4s oxtromely important that 
this week bo accompanied by throough and comprohonsive rosearch of all 
objective laws which detormino the trond of oach rovolution. Only under 
those conditions will it bo possiblo to oxeludo tho influonco of subjoc- 
tive factors and bureaucraoy in detormining tho main courso in the do- 
velopment of tho roar as a Single systom of support of our armed forcos, 
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In tho past, forward dotachments woro assigned to cooperato with 
the troops in devoloping an offensive. Thoir tasks oonsisted of a swift 
penetration into tho dopth of the defending troop’ formations, tho Caps 
ture of important objectivos or positions which must bo hold until tho 
arrival of main forces, and, in a numbor of instances, discovery of tho 
strongth and formation of enemy forces. Clearly those wore support mis- 
sions of a particular type; howover, thoir succogsful oxocutiion achieved 
an activated offensive, an incroased dopth of influence on tho dofonse, 
and in somo moasuro its disorganization, 


In the proatomle period, the theory and practice in the employment 
of forward detachments underwent a considerable evolution. Modern con- 
ditions require a more critical interprotation and revision of tho prob- 
lem. The purpose of this article is to present a brief review of this 
question. 


The idea of employing forward detachments was conceived Long before 
World War II. However, in practice they were rarely utilized in the 
initial stages. In both the Civil War and World War I, they operated 
only sporadically in a few offensive operations, It may be said that 
these were random attempts which did not receive widespread theoretical 
and practical recognition at that time. 


During the 1930's at which time the theory of deep offensive opera= 


tions was thoroughly examined and a rapid development of aviation, tanks, 
and artillery took place our theoretical thinking reached the obvious con- 
clusion that it was necessary and purposeful to employ forward detach- 
ments. 


Forward detachments were most widely used during the Great Patriotic 
War and especially after the Soviet Army switched to decisive offensive 
Operations. In this case, the forward detachments (primarily tactical 
units) were employed in a relatively large number (one to two from each 
attacking division). In the concluding phase.of the war, there was 
actually not one offensive operation which did not include numerous fore 
ward detachments of varied composition and purpose. For example, in the 
1944 Crimean Operation, 11 forward detachments were detailed from soyedi-= 
neniya of the 2d Guards Army first echelon alone. In the Lutsko-Rcven- 
skaya and Mogilev offensive operations, the 13th and 49th Armies each had 
eight such detachments operating in their zones. Corps and even army for- 
ward detachments were detailed and participated in many operations in ad- 
dition to the division forward detachments. For example, during the Man- 
churian offensive, there were three forward detachments in the 17th Army 
and seven in the 39th Army: 


Thoro has alroady boon somo summarization of exportonco in tho om~ 


ploymont of forward dotachments pro and I will 
p ovedifor Ruselassé, 200010819 9.1 Sl An DHS He “BRO UR SOS OSE at oxporience 
convincingly domonstrated tho inoreasing rolo of forward dotachments,. 


As the scopo of offensive operations tnoroased, the Oporations of for. 
ward detachments becamo moro active and thore was an expansion in tho 
volume and purposo of thoir assigned missions, The more of these de-~. 
tachments wero active in tho Army or frontal attack sectors, tho 
greator way the support they gave to the advancing main forces, 


It was for this roason that during tho past war the dispatch of 
forward olements bocame the rule and thoy rightfully assumed their place 
dn combat and operational formations of advancing forces. There wore 
olear tendenoies to increase tho number of detachments (especially tacti- 
cal), thoir composition, and their mobility. However, finally the con- 
olusion was reached tliat che most logical composition of forward detach» 
ments included reinferced tank poirazdeleniya, chasti, and soyedineniya, 
which had greater mobility and fire and striking power and consequently 
could achieve high Operational results. It is sufficient t point out 
that such detachments fraquently preceded the advancing division, corps, 
and army forces by 30 to 59 kilometers and were capable of executing 
the most varied combat and ctperational missions. 


More decisive missions were assigned to operational forward detach- 
ments which had a substantial influence on the development of army and 
front offensive operations as a whole. By seizing important operational 
objectives and vositions at a great depth, while on the march, they dis= 
rupted the enemy's system for Operational troop control and the coopera~ 
tion between the enemy troops and the rear, and thay partially prevented 
the maneuvering of operational reserves o 


The widespread employment of forward detachments in the last war is 
explained primarily by the increase ‘in maneuver, fire, and strike capa 
bilities of ground forco podrazdeleniya, chasti, and soyedineniya, as 
well as the perfection of operational and tactical skill of our command 
cadres who understood that the more rapid, maneuverable, and dynamic the 
development of the offensive, the greater was the need to employ strong 
and mobile forward detachments and the more favorable were the chances 
of succes:s in their missions. 


Thus, widespread employment of forward detachments in offensive 

operations of the past war was a logical expression of the requirements 
of military art, which fully corresponded to the level of development of 
systems and techniques of warfare in the pre~atomic period. 


an oviTIvovLon With tno oqulpment of armLos with missiles and nucLloar 
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8 FUI*y-RDP&5T OCS FS RONOINGAANGRS rbaso in 
ARO REG EOE Re EgSb°2 pores ier oxA- ADP about drastie changos in the 
naturo and tochniques of training, and tho conduct of combat and opora~ 
tions, thore arises the question -- of what significance is 4 current 
study of oxperience in the omployment of forward detachmonts in the last 
war and how should this problom be solved under present conditions? 


First we will consider the question from the viewpoint of tho for- 
ward detachments' assigned objective. 


In the past, as we pointed out the forward detachments wore primarily 
designated to execute tasks in seizing the most important tactical and 
Operational objectives in the depth of the onemy's rear and holding them 
until the approach of the of the main forces, as well as discovering the 
formation and strength of the enemy» 


Has this function of forwuxd detachments now lost its significance? 
In my opinion, no; the performance of missions to seize profitable objec- 
tives and areas remains extremely important to success jn an offensive 
even under present conditions. Thore is no need to prove tha rocessity 
for the timely capture of bridges across rivers, holding them until the 
arrival of friendly troops, or the seizure of a road junction, a mountain 
pass, or a defile in the course of a successfully developing offensive or 
pursuit. In addition to the fact that a swift penetration into the enemy's 
rear area even by small detachments will assist in containing the de» 
fender's maneuver, they will also hamper the enemy's employment of nuclear 
weapons, and in general will help to undermine the defense stability and 
to achieve a high tempo of advance by the attacking forces. 


It is true that the execution of missions to seize objectives in the 
enemy's rear is no longer the monopoly of forward detachments, Airborne 
forces can also fulfill this role very successfully, but their landing 
(parachuting) can not be a very frequent occurrence and will be mostly 
limited to the most important sectors, moreover, the objectives of land- 
ing operations will usually be chosen at a relatively great depth in the 
enemy's rear. Direct support to the advancing groupings will, as before, 
be assigned to forward detachments. 


Consequently, if we approach the forward detachments! role from this 
point of view, it would seem that there are no essential changes in their 
combat utilization. However, this is not the case. There is every reason 
to assume that under conditions of ever-growing maneuverability and dyna- 
mics of combat operations there will be an increase in the tactical and 
Operational significance as well as in the ratio of operations by forward 
detachments. This is inevitable because, in modern battles and operations, 
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the forward dotachmonts will have to porform misaions of soizing and 
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depth than bofore, and in a vory complox situation. 


It appears to me that the gonoral purpose of this omploymont in 
battle and operations must now be Viewed primarily as tho onsuring of a 


morg rapid and vomplete exploitation of nucloar strikes dolivored by 


tho advancing toreos, 


It is woll known that i 
cortain gap :ln time between 


There may be objections that all advancing forces in the first 
echelon must strive for maximum exploitation of nuclear strike effects. 
That is true. But even SO, comparatively small, highly mobile and 
maneuverable detachments, which have been assigned concrete tasks, may 
broadly utilize intervals and gaps in the defense and, without engaging 
in combat with enemy forces, can much more rapidly reach the designated 
objectives and support for opeations of their main forces. 


In addition to the aboveecited tasks in seizing and holding areas 
and objectives, it seems to me that forward detachments may now success] 
fully execute an entire series of other, for them essentially new, mis- 
sions. One of their main tasks must be vonsidered to be the destruction 
of the enemy's nuclear systems, especially the tactical systems. It is 
apparent that forward detachments could effectively destroy these systems. 
By rapidly penetrating into the depth, they may fairly inconspicuously 
and safely (because of the large 'dead zone" of rockets) reach the ime 
modiate positional areas of rocket wits (airfields for missile-bearing 
aircraft) and destroy or capture them. The detachments could be exe 
tremely effective against rocket units on the march while they change 
their positions, Execution of these tasks is facilitated by the fact 
that rocket launchers are very vulnerable to fire from artillery, tanks, 
and even rifle fire, as reported by the foreign press. Large forward deo 
tachments possessing their own nuclear 1 sapons may be used not orily to 
capture and hold objectives but also to destroy individual, small, advance 
ing enemy reserve proupings, and to destroy his large control points and 
communication centers. This may be accomplished independently or in co» 
ordination with airborne forces and with support from nuclear weapons and 
aviation of a higher command. This, of course, does not mean that the 


oat Orward dotachmonts will supplant the oporations of first ocholon {inate 
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missions which, in a number of CAS@3, may now exceed the scope of a 
Supporting role, 


I believe that forward dotachments may be directed also at the 
destruction of individual enemy PVO groupings, in particular surface~to- 
air missiles, anti-atroraft artillery complexes, control and guidance 
points, as woll as fighter aircraft at airfield and especially those 
which employ nuclear weapons, including those for use against ground 
targets. Finally, the detachments may successfully destroy enemy rear 
objectives from the march, in particular the nuclear weapon stores and 
missile assembly bases. 


The planned development of favorable conditions for effective nu- 
clear weapon employment against enemy groupings must also be considered 
a3 a new mission for forward’ detachments. For example, by seizing cros- 
sings, road junctions, communications, and important positions, they may 
force the defending forces, their approaching reserves, and missile units 
to ecncentrate, thus creating a favorable target for nuclear strikes. 


We see that there now exists a greater volume and variety of tasks 
to be assigned to forward detachments, In my opinion the greatest ine 
crease will be in the ratio of large forward detachments. 


it seems to me that on the basis of previous war experience it would 
be reasonable to adopt the term "operational forward detachment, " 


At the same time the role of tactical detachments has not been dew 
creased. In developing an offensive on a broad front, at a great depth, 
and in separate sectors, the operations of one or twe large forward de~ 
tachments do not eliminate the need for detailing a number of tactical 
detachments for the purpose of performing various tasks in support of 
the advancing soyedineniya. Moreover, as compared with the past, for- 
ward detachments may now be dispatched by separate tank and motorized 
rifle chasti and in a number of cases by separate groupings operating 
along different axex. 


Thus it may be assumed that under modern conditions the overall nune 
ber of forward detachments will be increased, It is believed that they 
will be employed simltaneously or consecutiveiy, but with various tare. 
gets, tasks, and along various axes of the troop offensive. 


The armament and technical equipment of troops is now such that 
practically any combat ready motorized rifle or tank soyedineniye, chasti, 
or podrazdeleniye may always be employed as a forward detachment without 


special training. Therefore, there are now none of the difficultios 
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stated before, thay frequently included tank and mechanized chasti and 
soyedineniya. However, as a rule, these were few and therefore it 
frequently occurred that the forward detachments (especially those in 
combined=arms ob'yedineniya and rifle soyedineniya) represented a com= 
posite group of rifle, artillery, and other podrazdeleniya which had to 
be provided with motor transport, Much time was spent in training such 
detachments. 


The type of troops (tank or motor-ized rifle) most favorably em. 
ployed in forward detachments depends on their missions and concrete rem 
quirements of the situation. If, during the offensive, it is necessary 
to cross a series of large water obstacles or cross over expansive areas 
of difficult terrain, it ig more expedient to detail motorized rifle 
chasti reinforced by tanks. Forward detachments of tanks possessing 
great striking forces, are more effective in destroying the enemy and 
more decisive in seizing and holding hir objectives, 


In determining the composition of forward detachments of chasti and 
podrazdeleniya, which are equal. in mobility and maneuverability to the 
main forces, there may be some doubt whether the forward detachment can 
break away from the main grouping and fulfill its mission. I note that 
this circumstance is sometimes cited as a primary argument, which sup= 
posedly proves that forward detachments have now become obsolete and 


lost their role in modern dynamic operations. 


There is no doubt that the mora mobile the forward detachments, the 
more opportunities they will have for successful cperations,. This has 
been fully confirmed by the practice of employing forward detachments in 
rifle divisions, rifle corps, ard combined-arms armies during the last 
war. However, the possibility and expediency of employing forward deo 
tachments is in no way lessened if they are equal in mobility to the 
main forces of advancing troops, To confirm this fact, I cite the ex. 
perience of tank, mechanized, and cavalry corps and tank armies. All 
their troops had almost equal mobility, nevertheless they dispatched and 
operated forward detachments which more often than not were successful 
in performing the assigned missions. 
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Hie ose axes for thelr actions: secondl*", such breakwaway actions were 
ven special support, as the detachments wore pushed forward by destroy~ 
ing the counteracting enemy units with long-range artillery fire and 
strikes by support aviation, especially attack aviation. To a large 
degree this was also made possible by the circumstance that the offen. 
sive was belng waged methodically and accordiny to plan. The main forces 
_ advanced in a continuous unbroken front, 


Also of great significance was the skill of the forward detachment 
commanders in finding the most effective methods for rapid penetration 
into the enemy's depth of defense, by passing his strong points and re- 
sistance centers and swiftly reaching and selzing the designated ob jec=« 
tives. The forward detachments usually did not become tied up in ex~ 
tended battles with the enemy, but exploi‘->d the intervals and gaps in 
his combat formations through extensive use of bypass maneuvers. 


In modern battles and operations, Shere are even more favorable ob- 
jective prerequisites and factors for a swift breakeaway of forward dew 
tachments from the main forces and the successful execution of their 
missions, 


Firstly, when, the troops of both sides are operating on separate 
axes rathor than on a solid front (as before), there inevitably will be 
large intervals in the combat and operational formation of defending 
troops, in the absence of continuous defensive positions and zones, 
and there will be a considerable dispersion of chasti and soyedineniya 
in both frontage and depth which will be favorable for the forward de~ 
tachments, 


Secondly, the employment of nuclear weapons permits a rapid and 
decisive break-up of any defense and the creation of large breaches and 
intervals through which forward detachments may rapidly penetrate to a 
great depth by exploiting the results of nuclear strikes, 


I would like to draw attention to the fact that it is now possible 
to dispatch forward detachments immediately after a nuclear strike against 
the enemy in the very initial stages of operation and battle, even prior 
to commencing the offensive with first echelon forces; whereas in the last 
war they operated, as a rule, during the course of a break-through the 
tactical defense by attacking troops and in the operational depth. They 
were not dispatched before this time because the main defense zone was 
usually strongly fortified and solidly occupied by enemy troops and fire 
systems. 
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woapons orablo or all advancing 
troops, including forward detachments, for operating at high speeds and 
for decisive execution of deeper and more complex missions than before, 
In the past, when forward detachments, which had broken away from the 
main forces, encountered strong points and resistance centers in thelr 
path they were forced to bypass them, which delayed the speed of ad~ 
vance; in a number of cases they werg required to dig in at the positions 
reached and to hold them untii. the arrival of the main forces, Now, the 
aren may be hilt by missile and aireraft strikes, both nuclear and con» 
ventional, in support of forward detachments and at the request of their 
comandyurs. This action provides even better chances for the success of 
forward deizachnent operations, At tha same time, the availability of 
more perfected artillery and tanks in the forward detachments increases 
their capability to execute missions in a decisive manner. 


Certainly, it is stall required that the forward detachment have hig 
mobility and manouverability (this must be considered when they are deo 
tailed), but lt is no less important. to me thal they have as much fire power 
and striking force as possible. In this regard it seems to me that it 
would be expedient in a number of cases to attach podrazdeleniya of tac= 
tical missiles to large detachments designated to perform such missions 
as the destruction of nuclear attack systems or large control points, or 
the routing of enemy reserves. This would undoubtedly increase their com- 
bat capability and independence. 


In as much as the need for forward detachments, as cited above, has 
considerably grom, they may frequently be a permanent element in the come 
bat formation of advancing groupings. 


It appears to me that bacause of the continuity and high pace of a 
modern offensive we can no longer limit ourselves to retaining the uame 
forward detachments throughout the whole battle or operation, as was done 
before. They have to make repeated break-aways from the troops (after the 
performance of successive mission), which presents certain difficulties. 
Therefore it is obvious that it is now necessary to rotate forward de- 
tachments by replacing them wit newly designated detachments. 


It must be assumed that the nature of operations by forward detache 
ments may change considerably as compared to the past. For example, in 
addition to the usual operations of seizing and holding important objec= 
tives and positions in the rear ef the defending army util arrival of the 
advancing forces, they may alse employ. other operational techriques, ine 
eluding so-calied raiding operations. Basically, these operations con~ 
sist of assigning to each detachment not just one but several objectives, 
located at various depths, Such tasks should be assigned in consideration 
of each detachment's capabilities, Such raids may be especially effective 
when performed by large detachments, It should be noted that similar 
operations were employed in some cases during the Great Patriotic War. 
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breaking away from the main forves by: 60 to 80 kilometers and more. Howe 


ever, at that time these were exceptions and tactical forward detachments 
dja not conduct, such operstions. 


Under modern conditions it appears that any forward detachments 
could operate in this manner, exploiting the results of nuclear strikes 
and cooperating with airbome forces. 


By exploiting nuclear weapon and air strike results, the forward de- 
tachments are now more capable than before of wide: maneuvering and swift 
advance, without engaging in extended battles with the defender, In ad- 
dition, when nuclear weapons are employed there is an opportunity to act 
more frequently by advancing to the designated objective along the short. 
est route with the aim of seizing it rapidly, The availability of for= 


ward detachments facilitates a great dispersion of advancing forces in 
depth, 


I would like to direct attention to the fact that considerable dif= 
ficulties may also ke encounterad in forward detachment operations. As 
distinguished from the past, these detachments may be subjected to nuclear 
attacks by the defenders and they may encounter "nuclear barriers," zones 
of destruction, and radioactive contamination of terrain along their path, 
Therefore, they must now frequently execute missions in very complex 
situations. This particularly applies to their actions in meeting engage= 
ments when each side will strive to seize and hold the initiative and 
achieve its goals by a decisive offensive following nuclear strikes. 


It might be assumed that, in conducting a mecting engagement after 
the foress have deployed from the march, there is no need to detail for= 
ward detachments, at least until the enemy has ceased offensive operations, 
In my opinion, such an asswiption is unfounded, as forward detachment 
operations in such conditions will only facilitate the achievement of 
successe Moreover, the existence of advance wits (avangardy) sent one 
on a march in anticipation of a meeting engagement does not preclude the 
necessity of dispatching forward detachments, since their aims and opera 
tional techniques are very different. In particular, the advance units, 
as an element of march security, have a basic mission, 1e@o, to warn and 
in some measure to protect the main forces against a surprise enemy at- 
tack, and to prevent enemy reconnaissance penetration, Therefore, upon 
meeting with enemy security units they attempt to destroy or contain 
them. Forward detachments, on the other hand, must evade combat through 
maneuver and, as rapidly as possible, reach their designated objectives 
to destroy or capture them. of course, both advance units and forward 
detachments must always coordinate their operations. 
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mobility will be roduced. 


Forward detachments must cross river, linos indopendently or in co- 
operation with alrborne ‘forces, Operations should not be limited to 
Selzuro and holding of crossings ard bridgohoads, as it was dono during 
ths past war, because the enemy can deliver nuclear strikes and dos. roy 
the dvtachment., Therefore, if the situation permits, 1t is necessary 
that only a portion of the forcas be left behind to hold the captured 
bridgehead or crossing and the main body of tho detachment must rapidly 
penetrate as deeply as possible, If the forward detachment links up 
with an airborne force they must join their efforts to Operate even more 
decisively, inoluding the delivery of surprise attacks against the eneny 
with the aim of dextroying him on the opposite bank. Sometimes, the . 
forward detachment will have to cooperate with an amphibious landing 
force when the offensive is conducted in a coastal sector, 


In the past war, there was hardly any need to concern oneself with 
cooperation between forward detachments and airborne or amphibious land. 
ing forces. Now that necessity will frequentlytarise. In determining 
the procedure for cooperation between Landing. forces and detachments, 

mere must be an attempt to see that their actions are always coordinated 
as to missions, time, and piace, and cvordinated with nuclear strikes 
against the enemy, 


In regard to cooperation between, forward detachments and reinforces, 
it should be organized in:such a way that the necessary assistance with 
nuclear weapons, Supporting aviation, and by the advancing forces them« 
selves may be given to each forward detachment. I want to especially 
emphasize the role of aviation which, just as in the past, is the most 
important and frequently the only means capable of supporting forward 
detachments. Aviation is called upon to conduct reconnaissance to dis= 
cover the nature of defense of the objectives to be seized, to carry out 
strikes against advancing! reserves of the defender and his nuclear sys« 
tems which might be used against the forward detachments, as well as to 
cover the detachments from the air. To maintain uninterrupted coopera 
tion with aviation, it is desirable that the forward detachment commander 
have the constunt services of an air force representative equipped with 
communication means. 


The successful performance of missions by forward detachments de~ 
pends to a great degree upon thorough and comprehensive support of their 
operations. Primary attention is devoted to orgranization of reconnais- 
sance with the aim of discovering those nuclear attack systems and enemy 
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ahoad of timo, Roaonnaissanoo data must bo transmitted promptly te tho 
Commandors of forward dotachmonts; thus appropriato communications fa~ 
cllitios aro necossary, ineluding diroot communications with roconn4ise 
Sanco aircraft. Tho forward dotachmonts thomsolves must bo used ag ono 


of tho sources for obtaining resonnadssanco data on tho onomy and torrain 
along thoir axis of operation. 


Forward dotachmonts roquira roliablo covor against onomy air strikes. 
This 1a booause thoy are Oporating at a distance from the main forces and 
thoreforo, as a rulo, aro outside, tho PVO zone croatod by air defense 
systems of the advanoing forces! main grouping. In this rogard it ap= 
poars that tho detachments must possess thuir own forces and systenia 
both for reconnoltoring an aeriul oneny and for ropolling his attack 
at both low and modium altitudes. Covor for the detachment by fighter 
aircraft will bo provided according to plan of tho highor ocholons. 


There is a complex problem in the organization and implementation of 
control over forward detachments, ospocially if several dotachments are 
Operating at the same time, Consideration must be given to the fact that 
the commander can not porsonally observe their actions and that control 
must be effected through use of a map. the relatively great distance to 
the forward dotachments and the possibility of frequent and drastic 
Changes in tho situation in the sector of their operations certainly ro- 
quires that uninterrupted and reliable communications with them be maine 
tained. Clearly, the best variant would be the organization of communica- 
tions with each detachment on radio channels. Mobile communications syse 
tems, primarily. aircraft and helicopters, may also be widely employed. 


In conclusion, I may note that unceasing military technological 
progress and the ever increasing complexity in the nature of offensive 
Operations are creating the need for further theoretical study of prob- 
lems on the employment and operations of forward detachments, as well as 
for systematic, practical tests conducted during combat training. 


Notes 

1. Istoriya Velikoy Otechestvennoy Voyn Sovetskozo Soyuza 1 411 y 
(History of the Great Patriotic War of the Soviet Union, 1941-19 5)5 
Voyenizdat, Vol. 6, page 577. 

2. Voyennaya Mysl', No 6, 1963. 
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Perfection of the methodolugical skill of professors and instructors 
in higher military educational Institutlons 1s a most important factor 
in the qualitative improvrement of the students! training. 


The professors and ‘instructors have a great responsibility in 
training and indoctrinating officer cadres, Therefore, an instructor 
must thoroughly study MarxismLeninism and its methodology, He must 
be well-versed in his subject, taking account of all that is new asa 
result of rapid developments in s~lence and technology, and in addition 
he must master to perfection the methodology for training and indoc~ 
trination, be capable of presenting the subject mtter to the trainees 
in accessible form, and know how to express his thoughts clearly, 
logically, and convincingly, It is very important that the instractor 
have constant contact with the trainees, be wel acquainted with each 
student and know how to give him timely assistance. In all his actions 
an instructor must be a model for his students, 


Increased demands for methodological training for instructors are 
also presented by the introduction into the training process of such 
new technical means as television, mot-ion Pictures, sound recorders, 
amplifiers, desk calculators, and various simulators and electrified 
devices, Tie instructor rmust have a knowledge of these systems and be 
skillful in using them in training work at a high methodological level, 


It is no less important that the instructors possess knowledge 
and skills which would enable them to instruct students successfully in 
the methods of rapid decision-mking, clear transmission of verbal 
orders in command lr AGUAS, aS weil as instilling habits in demonstrating 
wise initiative and boldness in decision making, In training practice, 
it is necessary that more consideration be given to experience in combat 
and operational troop traning. 


Soviet Government, as wel 
from the Minister of De 


crganizatlons at the higher military educational institutions. Without 
doubt, the main role in this matter belongs to the profe 8 
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In recent years, the higher military educational institutions have 
conducted great work ‘in increasing the knowledge and. skii3. of the 
instructors, There has been refresher training for some ofthe in« 
structors in a number of new Specialties, However, at the same time we 
have done far from everything to fulfill the directive of the Minister 
of Defense for a decisive improvement in the personal training of 
instructors and perfection of their methodological skill, 


In this article, I will dwell on several problems in the training 
of instructer staffs and the improvement of methods for training stu. 
dents, particularly in regard to operational art and tactics, 


Minister of Defense, Mur SU, R. Ya. MALINOVSKIY Spoke at the 
Military Academy imeni Frunze in December 1962 on problems in training 
‘dlitary cadres which would meet modern warfare requirements 3 he dwelt 
in detail on the necessity to instill in the students, during the 
process of training, high field qualities, and the skill to mke rapid 
and sufficiently sound decisions in an operation or battle. He used 
& number of convincing examples to show the harmful results of slow 
action and indecision of a commander in a combat situation. In modern 
conditions, decisions on combat acti ons cannot be made after extended 
collective debate, Although rarely, we unfortunately do encounter such 
facts. Under present conditions » When the entire situation can change 
quickly, and when decision-making time mst be measured in minutes, 
there can be no question of such methods of decision~mking,. However, 
to avoid such a situation and keep the commander from becoming a mere 
approving official rather than a decision maker, he must receive 
appropriate training. There is no sense in hiding the fact that in 
higher military educational institutions we do not always train 
commanders so that they make sound decisions on their own in short 
periods, on the basis of an existing situation, . 


An increase iin knowledge and perfection of siills of the pro-= 
fessors and instructors may be accomplished in the commanders! training 
system. In its course, the instructors study the theory of military 
art and broaden their technical knowledge. Classes are also conducted 
in carrying out operational and tactical missions and emergency problems, 
In this regard, general approval must be given to the Military Academy 
imeni M, V. Frunze and the Military Academy of Armored Troops for their 
initiative, At these academies, the professors and instructors periodi- 
cally take part in Solving the most important problems at operational 
and tactical meetings. As a result of these, each instructor is given 
a rating, followed by a Qualified critique. 


. It is impossible to consider the situation nermal when the train~ 
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instructions prior to his conducting training classes with students, 
In those higher military schools where that, method of training for 
instructors is predominant, there should be an immediate reorganization 
and a course should be set toward increasing the operational and 
tactical preparation of professors am instructors, 


important measures in this plan are the military games and 
conmarid= staff exercises held for instructors, These ganes and exer- 
cises result in perfecting such important commander qualities as rapid 
estination of the situation quick decision-making, and assignment of 
congisge and clear missions to the troopse 


In order to develop such qualities, there must be a decisive end 
to such occurrences when certain ‘ -structors, instead of giving short, 
laconic reports on their decision, begin by a lecture~style outline of 
the problem's theory, then expansively give the background for their 
decision, and only then formulate the decision, as it was done at one 
of the academies. 


One of the forms for improving the methodological skill of instruc~ 
tors are the training-methods conferences which are, as a rule, conducted 
in the higher military schools prior to the beginning of the school year. 
At these conferences, more attention showld be devoted to practice 
sessions in solving problems and they should not be limited to lectures 
and discussions of separate methodological problems. Classes conducted 


during training conferences must serve as a preparation and example for 
subsequent classes with students, 


Practice shows that training goals and tasks of the conferences 
are more fully accomplished when they are conducted after the preceding 
year's training results for troops and staffs have been announced, 
when the tasks for the coming training year have been defined. In this 
regard, the necessity for revising the dates for holding training- 
methods conferences of instructors has become urgent. 


Systematic participation by instructors in troop and command=staff 
exercises is of great assistance in bringing the students! training 
closer to the real-life troop requirements. Experience has shown that 
such participation is of considerably greater value when the instructors 
perform concrete functional duties in such exercises and thus receive 
direct practice in troop control. 


There should be more practice in the exchange of methodological 
experience, both within a school and among higher military schools, by 
means of joint attendance of lectures, practice sessions, various types 
of conferences, and popularization of the best methodological experience 
in the periodic press, 


abolished methods of study in operational and tactical disciplines 


in higher military schools have proven themselves G) 
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the theory of military art and the introduction of qualitatively now. 
equipment in the Army and Navy require further perfection in methods 
of training students, and consequently, in increasing the knowledge and 
methodological skill of instructors, 


The study of any portion of each operational and tactical discipline 
begins with mastery of the theoretical premises, by listening to lec- 
tures and by independent study of literature and participation in 
seminar studies. Then the students! knowledge is deepened and rein- 
forced by practical training sessions conducted in classrooms an in 
the field in the form of solving various tasks, 


Because of the special methods in the instruction of operational 
and tactical disciplines and their constantly changing content, in- 
structors in those disciplines mact constantly renew their knowledge 
regardless of their experience and Seniority. In the process of com 
mander's training, they follow approximately the same path on which 
they will subsequently lead their students 3 they listen to Lectures 
and work out the most important problems in practical training. 


I will present specific methodological problems in training 
instructors in more detail, 


On Lectures, In training highly qualified officer cadres, the 
theoretical course has great importance, Practice shows that when it 
is correctly set up in the higher military school and when conditions 
are established for consolidating theoretical knowledge by interesting 
and well thought-out practical training (in laboratories 9 in the field, 
at training areas, during exercises with the troops, and in OJT with 
the tooeay. the officers upon completion of the higher school will go 
to the troops fully Capable of independently and Lioroughly understanding 
the theory and practice of military arts, 


Lectures are the most important part of a theoretical course. From 
Ss learn all that is new as related to the 
ubject matter is disclosed to them; attention 

nts; the essence of the basic concepts, their 
re clarified, and the applied significance of 
ject to the military is disclosed. 


A lecture should have ideological Marxist-Leninist direction and 
its content should correspond to the contemporary level of scientific 
and technical development. Only reliable data and conclusions y and .. 
theoretical premises closely related to practice and prospective develop~ 
ment in the given field of science are presented in lectures, It is 


important that the lecture be more than a simple condensation of the 
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on reduces its quality. The presentation should be made ina dofinite 
Logical sequence so that the students do not remember mechanically 
but do thoroughly understand the content of the material presented, 
All facta and examples, diagrams and sketches, blueprints and demonstra— 
tion experiments are auxiliary means for revealing the basic theoretical 
content of a lecture, 


In discussing theoretical questions related to arms and equipment 
the instructor orients the trainees in the very latest weapons but 
does not underestimate military equipment which has to a certain degree 
become obsolete but which has not yst lost its significance, Therefore, 
the lecture's theoretical premises and conclusions must disclose the 
combat qualities of weapons and the most favorable methods and tech-. 
niques of their employment, 


In preparing a lecture, the instruetor considers the complexity 
of the studied material for a given group of students their degree of 
training, and the availability and nature of textbooks and material~ 
technical support materials, 


In.the higher military schools there are many good, experimental 
methods experts, who can interest tha studsnts and thoroughly explain 
the subject matter, I would like to cite instructor De M.p PROEKTOR 
of the Académy imeni Frunze. His lestures are ou bstanding in clarity 
and conciseness of presentation, they thoroughly 6xpose the subject 


essence, and as a rule, contain new materials, which supplement the 
textbooks on basic problems of the subject matter, 


Unfortunately, not all lectures given iin the higher military 
Schools answer the requirements 3 Some of them are too vague and have 
an excess of truisms, Sometimes, from the content of the lecture, it 
is difficult to determine which military chaiy it represents, Not all 
instructors consider the methodological peculiarities of teaching 
various courses, Frequently, lestures given to junior courses are 
given in the same manner as for ‘the senior courses, 


There are instances when a lecturer concentrates his main 
attention on elementary questions and consciously evades an all-around 
argumentation of the complicated premises of a subject. For example, 
Col N. F. MIROSHNICHENKO at the Academy imeni M, V, Frunze, who in 
general delivered his lecture weil, for some reason omitted the main 
questions related to the commander's activity in modern combat. 


I have already cited the importance of skillful employment of 
visual aids in training methods, However, this well-known truth is 
not always applied, The lecture of Engr Col D. I. SUPRUN (Academ 
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a specialized classroom, which was fully equipped with panels and 
mock-ups, he at no time referred to them although this was obviously 
necessary, It should be noted that the academy Ins produced good 
training films; there are excellent electrified panels and many other 
visual aids, but they are rarely used. 


A resolution of the council of the Chemical Defense Academy also 
pointed out the inadequate employment of visual aids and such technical 
training aids as films, which combine many elements of the training 
process, books, drawings, live speech, and experimental demonsvration, 


The supervisors, professors and instructors have the task of 
systematically analyzing and summarizing the positive experience in the 
work of the best instructors and lecturers. On this basis » they should 
radically improve the methodology and quality of lectures in higher 
military schools, 


On Practical Training. Knowledge gained from a theoretical course 
is reinforced by various practical trainings Its basic forms in: opera~ 
tional-tactical disciplines are group exercises, short briefings, 
command and staff games, and exercises. Practical training has a 
definite goal of broadening and reinforcing knowledge of theory ina 
certain subject and instilling will power qualities in students, as 
well as resourcefulness and skill to quickly arrive at a correct inde= 
pendent decision and achieve firm control of troops. 


It is recommended that training along these lines be conducted with 
the professors and instructors, One of the most effective forns is 
found in the short briefings in which the instructors must train their 
skill in giving orders, prevent extended discussions, and after a short 
study of the subject's content proceed to the decision amd the issuance 
of an order, 


From the methodological point of view, these briefings are valuable 
in that they permit training in decision-making in a complex situation 
when time is measured in minutes. For example, briefings may indicate 
sharp changes in the situation during an offensive battle and operation, 
when an enemy counterattack or counterstrike is being repelled, as well 
as during a meeting engagement; this requires the trainee to make new 
decisions for immediate destruction of enemy nuclear missile systems, or 
for execution of a decisive strike on his rapidly moving columy, etc, 
The Minister of Defense has repeatedly called attention to the fact 
that students should acquire habits of wise initiative in decision 
making. To develop initiative in students, they must be placed ina 
situation where they are forced to use initiative in reaching independ- 
ent decisions, but within the meaning of the task assigned by the 
senior chief. Such practical training must be thoroughly prepared from 


00875R000300090014-1 


CPYRGHT , 
Approvell Pe Rétdasiead 001G8spin€JA-RDRREIQOSCERQONSNNGINNIA-1, 

the course of a briefing the senior chief assigns a definite mission 
to subordinate troops for executing a deep strike against the "enemy" 
and then in the same exercise the subordinates are forced to display 
initiative in shifting to the defense, There is little value in such 
exercises and such initiative, The training mst be sc designed that 
& commander who has lost communications with his senior chief could 
make a decision at his own risk but in keeping with the senior chief's 
intentions. 


In the process of training instructors, it is necessary to devote 
more attention to their ability to issue concise directives, to train 
the instructors of operational and tactical faculties in the rapid 
issuance of verbal orders and directives, to teach them to write 
brief notes and to make rapid estimates. For this purpose it is useful 
to conduct training in march movements and meeting engagements in which 
the situation changes abruptly and rapid decisions are required from 
the commander, Naturally, when condusbing training on a given subject 
the trainees must be faced with such conditions that will permit the 
demonstration of different ways to organize a march in various situations. 


Both types of march, 1.¢5 an extended march where there is little 
possibility of meeting the enemy and a march in anticipation of a meeting 
engagement, have much ‘in common; however, the difference in organization 
of these marches is often great and this must be considered in conduct» 
ing the training. 


If the march is to be mde ower several hundred kilometers and 
without threat of a clash with the enemy, the commander must plan so 
that the march is conducted in secrecy, in a short period, and with 
maximum conservation of human strength and equipment, In organizing 
a march which anticipates an engagement with a ground ene my, the comman- 
der must first of all plan for ensuring constant combat readiness and 
rapid deployment of forces for conducting the battle, 


necessary that the training supe 
decision, the dynamics of the ba 
stand what he wishes to teach the trainees, 
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PF onal and tactical training for instructors, it is my opinion that 
group exercises should be conducted only in special cases, For 
acquisition of skills in organization of command and staff operations, 
it is very important to follow a practice of conducting command and 
staff exercises ani war gams with instructors » Which should inelude 
the greatest possible number of instructors from the operational and 
tactical faculties, 


On Unity of Views. An army can not be Strong without a unity of 
views, without unity in concept of military coctrine established by the 
state, and without well—trained officer cadres, Therefore, much 
attention is devoted to developing a unity of opinions on basic prob= 
lems in theory and practice of military subjects in the higher mili- 
tary schools where highly qualified officers are trained. 


The instructor usually has a group of 12-15 men in group training 
sessions in the classroom or in the field. Consequently, even with the 
most thorough methodolezical preparation of instructors, their individual 
qualities will always assert themselves, 


The best form for developing a unity of opinions for conduct of a 
battle and operations is a lecture which is usually attended by all 
students of a course and sometimes from several courses of related 
faculties, When outlining the principles for employment of modern 
combat equipment, methods, and battle techniques, there should be no 
fear that such methodology may Lead to a routine approach. In my 
opinion, the academies mst present theoretical knowledge on all 
questions of modern military art and reinforce that knowledge within 
the scope of tactics and operational art by the proper practical train- 

o A well-prepared commander, who knows combat and operational 
principles will always make a wise decision based on the current situation. 
On the other hand, insufficiently trained commanders who do not have 
firm knowledge on organinational fundamentals and the connuct of battle 
and are also indecisive will probably interpret the senior chief's reo 
quirements in different ways, and ina combat situation this will lead 
to loss of initiative and defeat in battle. 


During the Great Patriotic War, one often heard the opinion that 
the German tactics were stereotyped and that this was a great minus 
in their troop training. It is true that the Germans held to a pattern 
in combat operations but one should not confuse the two concepts ~ unity 
of views and patterns. It was because of the unity of views in the 
area of tactics tht the Germans achieved definite inilitary success 
in both World War I and II, The unity of views in the German Army was 
demonstrated in the well planned coordination of units and subunits 
as well as of the various services on the field of battle, The German 
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cooperation of advancing troops with the engineer troops while crossing 
a river, These are problems which should not be neglected in training 
our officer cadres, 


It is appropriate to note here that the Germans made some very 
crude errors in operational and strategic estimates, In World Wars I 
and II, they held fast to a strictly offensive doctrine and in both 
eases they lost the war. On the othe: hand the French, in 1940, held 
to a defensive doctrine and also failed to achieve SUCCESS » 


Our Soviet military doctrine was and remains offensive, but we have 
never negated the probability of defensive operations, Our military 
doctrine turned out to be the move flexible and realistic one in the 
past ware 


All of these questions require deep scientific research and in this 
area primacy belongs to the military academies and to their professors 
and instructors, Incidentally, iin emphasizing the importance of unity 
of views, I am far from belittling the ‘value of a creative approach, 
| However, creativity is useful after a man has already acquired the 
requisite knowledge on the fundamentals of military art in theory and 

in practice, 


The experience of the past war demonstrated that only when there 
was a complete unity of views between chiefs and Subordinates was it 
possible to issue concise directions and understand each other even from 
incomplete sentences, That ia why it is important to avoid confusing 
the concepts of "unity of views” and “stereotype”, If subordinates 
are trained in the spirit of steraotype, it will be impossible to ex. 
pect an all-around display of initidtive 5 however, when there is a 
unity of views there is also widespread. initiative, Development of 
initiative also requires faith in your chief and expectation that he 
will not reprimand you for displaying initiative. Unfortunately, 
certain senior chiefs do not always react properly to subordinates! 
displays of initiative and view such actions as willfulness, 


Instructors are obligated to deveZLop the all-around initiative of 
their students; to inspire them so that they will never make half~ 
baked decisions or change decisions during a battle unless there is an 
extreme emergency, ami so that they would know that even an average 
decision which is skillfully and resolut.ely, executed will lead more 
quickly to a victory than a better but delayed decision. It mst 
always be emphasized that it is impossible to be strong in all 
areas. Therefore, it is necessary to be strong on the axis that is 
dangerous to the enemy, i.e. where our victory will have noticeable 
results or, in other words, where it will have the greatest effect, 


& 
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missiles, maneuver acquires greater significance than before. There= 
fore, skill in maneuvering forces and systems must be thoroughly 
taught to future commanders 


On Military-Seientific Work, The prominent military theoretician, 
M. V. FRUNZE, in an arvicle on academicians and academies, referred to 
the question of military scientific work among students; without 
denying its value, he warned that military scientific work must have 
definite limits, When ita Scope exceeds such boundaries, there is a 
danger that the effect may be negative. Confidence in one's own 
strength is fine, M. V. PRUNZE noted, especially when it is based on 
a firm foundation of knowledge and experience, When this does not 
exist, such military selentific work threatens to become self=conceit 
and unfounded self-sufficiency, The fact of admitting to being a 
student does not exclude the possibility for initiative but there is 
no need to tolerate boastful self-reliance, 


Unfortunately, this type of attitude to military scientific work is 
now observed frequently in our higher military schools, 


That is why 
and chairs must, from 
it that seniormcoursea 
am in military scientific 


There is no need to comment on Such recommendations, 
I will only note that scie 
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tific knowledge there is no need to draw them into military scientific 


work. This would bring nothing but, harm. Bvon without such work, 
the academic programs consume wery much tLme, 


On the Instructor's Authority, The instructor brings the live 
word to the students, discloses the secrets of sclence to them, en= 
riches their knowledges, instills in them the high qualities of a 
communist builder and defender of the Motherland, and no matte» what 
technical systems are used to train students, the instructor re- 
Mains the central figure in the training process, His unwavering 
authority must be universally preserved and maintained, 


It cannot be considered correct when the students at some of the 
higher military schools critisize the lestures heard, or the conduct 
of group exercises and Seminars, while they lack sufficient knowledge 
of the matter, of course, an instructor may sometimes read a lecture 
poorly or conduct an exerciee which deserves criticism, but the appro~ 
priate chiefs, and not the students, must correct the instructors, It 
must be remembered that, the chair has to answer for all mistakes of an 
instructor, Usually, the chiefs of courses, representatives of the 
training department chiefs of faculties, and other responsible officials 
attend the lectures and classes in accordance with a control plan 
approved by the chief of the academy, They are called upon to rate 
the conterit and qMality of instruction, Incidentally, the most fre~ 
quent criticism of instructors is heard at the meetings of junior 
course students, who personally lack any desp knowledge and encounter 
difficulties in mastering the training program, therefore they search 
for ways to blama anyone axcept themselves, I+ is even worse when 
individual instructors ask the students? opinion and rating of their 
lecture, at the end of a lecture, 


Of course, any student may iiave his opinion, express his viewe, 
and consult with the party organization on problems which may have 
arisen, However, this can only be done when he has thoroughly studied 
the subject in accordance with the academic program. At the Military 

eral Staff, in 1957, one of the students, instead 

orts to mastering the very complex program and 
demonstrating a desire to acsept the best from the persons teaching 
him, chose a different path. When attending elasses, he did not strive 
to gain deep understanding of all the mw problems and increase his 
knowledge, but rather Sought, to build up material for critical comments, 
He sharply criticized the instruction methods, the content of lectures, 
the men who taught him, and wrote critical articles in various journals 
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In the final outcoma, after complotion of the academy, ho did 
receive a high position, but soon showod his completo inadequaces and 
was rolicved from that position, 
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» employ many instructors who conduct 
a highly scientific and methodological 
raising the quality of military cadre 
the knowledge and methodological skills of instruc- 
tors undergo constant improvement, Experience gainod by the best 
mathods experts must become accessible to all the numerous instructors 
and first of all to young instructors, 


Important factors in the perfection of methodological skill are 
the utilization of various forms, efficient and scientific planning of 
methodological work, and a systematic increase of the instructors! 
knowledge and skills, 


6, seminar, group exercise, or laboratory 
© of high methodological skill and excellent 
ethodological training 
ructors in academies 
The futurs ‘commander, political worker, and engineer 
must be able to correctly and clearly transmit his knowledge to his 
subordinates, He must be able to demonstrate how to conduct tactical 
exercises and war games y in an instructive manner, how to execute com= 
plex exercises with the use of combat equipment and weapons. All of 
this mast be learned by the students in the higher schools on the basis 
of the best experience of instructors, 


Lathe SDS fy se euveoury vO UMpNaLZO that in the higher 
militdry schools the studonts must acquire deep theoretical, and practical 
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t the study of military 
theory and history will considerably broaden the scope of military 
knowledge of a student considerably more than his own, usually limited 
combat experience. In view of the fact that military academies now 
have very few students who participated in the past war, the students 
must be raquired to study the recommended lite 


rature conscientiously 
and to give close attention to the material which they receive from 


instructors. ‘The voluminous milltary, sclentific-technical, and other 
literature which is found in our academic libraries is recommended to 
the students to give them the necessary basic data and to prepare 
well-grounded and cultured commanders for our Armed Forces, 
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After Marx and Engels, Lenin most fully and consistently applied 
the fundamental premises of Marxist theory to military affairs. He 
creatively developed and enriched the views of Marxism on the problems 
of war, the army, and military science as applied to the new historical 
epoch of imperialism. 


V. I. Lenin's interest in problems of military theory and 
practice was natural and logical, As the founder and leader of a truly 
Mavxist militant party of a new type which had assumed the historical 
task of the revolutionary transformation of society, Lenin had to 
evaluate the great significance of armed conflict. In the most 
thorough manner he studied military problems and taught the Party that 
under conditions of a critical aggravation of imperialist conflicts, 
the working class could not achieve its liberation without establishing 
its own military organization amd without acquiring military knowledge, 


In an article "The Revolutionary Army and Revolutionary Government," 
lenin wrote, “Look at military affairs, Not a single Social Democrat, 
who was in the slightest familiar with history and who studied under the 
great scholar of that art, Engels, could ever doubt the tremendous 
significance of military knowledge or the tremendous importance of 
military technology and military organization as a tool to be used by 
the people's masses and people's classes to resolve the great historical 
clashes" (Complete Collected Works, Vol. 10, pe 340). 


V. I. Lenin was not only a brilliant thinker and revolutionary, 
the creator and leader of the Party, aml the founder of the Soviet 
state, but also a great military leader. He was directly in charge 
of the Party's military and combat operations until October and eg~ 
tablished the Soviet Armed Forces after the victory of the socialist 
revolution; he inspired and organized their glorious victories over 
the united forces of foreign military intervention and internal counter- 
revolution, Lenin built the foundations of Soviet military science. 


In the first years after the revolution and the Civil War, the 
role of V. I. Lenin as a military leader was correctly interpreted in 
our military and political literature. It is sufficient to note the 
articles by M. V. Frunze "Lenin and the Red Army," On the Anniversary 
of the Leader's Death, "The Red Army Fulfilis Lenin's Behests," and 
others, which contained an objective evaluation of V. I, Lenin's 


tremendous contribution to the development. of the Soviet Armed Forces, 
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M. V. Frunze wrote that Ve I, Lenin's activitles clearly demon= 
Strated the greatest qualities of the leader of the proletarian revolu- 
tion, "a leader not only in the purely political sphere, but also in 
the type cf politics which are a transition to armed conflict, to re= 
volt, and later to civil war. In this area Lenin established himself 
4s 4 brilliant strategist and tactician, "(:.) 


V. I, Lenin's military leadership was also widely publicized in 
numerous works by active participants inthe Great October Socialist 
' Revolution and the Civil War, which were published in the 1920's, 
However, later under the influence of the Stalin personality cult, 
| our political and military theoretical literature, began to suppress 
| and distort V. I, Lenin's role as a mixitary leader. An especially 
unseemly role in this regard belonged to the writing of K, Ye, 
VOROSHILOV —- "Stalin and the Red Army" (1929), "Stalin and the 
Development of the Red Army" (1939) » "Stalin and the Armed Fortes. 
of the USSR" (1951), and "Comrade Stalin's Answer to Comrade Razin's 
Letter" (1947). For the sake of magnifying Stalin's role in the 
Civil War ard in the building of the Red Army in subsequent years, 
Voroshilov' s writings distorted the true historical facts and the figure 
; of Stalin emerged in the front rank, Stalin himself made the un= 
precedented announcement that Lenin had not left us any heritage 
of guiding theories on military questions which we should accept ay 
guidance, 


Only after the historical desisions of the 20th CPSU Congress, 
because of measures taken by the Central Committee to abolish the 
personality cult, the dogmatic standstill in the development of 
Marxist-Leninist theory was overcome; there began a new study of Lenin's 
ideological heritage, including its military theoretical aspects, 


The Party's Central Comittee ereated exceptionally favorable 
conditions for the study of Marxism and Leninism by the broad masses 
of the Soviet people, New issuas of Lenin's, Engels', andi Marx's 
works were prepared these included most valuable documents published 
for the first time on those which had become bibliographic rarities, 


Great assistance in the study of Lenin's heritage on military~ 
theory was furnished by publication of collections of Lenin's works, 
including "V, I, Lenin On War, The Army, and Military Scisnce* (1957), 
and V. I, Lenin "Working Letters; 1917—1920" (1957) » Which contained 
Lenin's statements on the basic problems of defense of the socialist 
state, These included the organization, training, indoctrination and 


combat employment of armed forces, party principles of leaders ip 
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An expression of the general upsaving in ideological work in the 
Soviet Union and of intensified research activity in the area of 
Marxist-Leninist theory after the 20th CPSU Congress is found in the 
widespread study of Lenin's heritage of military theory. Many articles 
on the military activities of V, I, lenin were published in the press} 
memoirs of the leader's military associates were reissued; and books 
were published which recreated the image of Lenin as a new type of 
military leader, (2) 


The publication of these books which have received a positive 
evaluation in our military press was evidence that the military 
activities of V. I, Lenin have becom the Subject of special study 
by military historians and theoreticians, D. M. GRINISHIN's book 
made the first attempt in postwar years to systematically study the 
statements of V. I, Lenin concerning questions of war, the Army, and 
military science, and to present a synthesis of the leader's military= 
political activities in the period of three revolutions, foreign mili- 
tary intervention, and civil. war in Russias N. F. KUZ'MIN's research 
was devoted to one of the most heroic periods in the history of the 
Party and the Soviet state, when the military genius of V. I. Lenin 
was displayed with special force, The author made a comprehensive. 
survey of his practical activities in organizing the repulse of enemy 
forces of external and internal counterrevolution. I.I. VLASOV's 
book is devoted to the outstanding role of V. I, Lenin in areas of 
theory and in the practical process of building the Soviet Armed 
Forces, 


The late 1950's and early 1960's were characterized by a further 
expansion of the study of V. I, Lenin's heritage of military theory, 
Military scientific cadres of scientific and educational institutions of 
the Ministry of Defense took part in this work, Interesting reports 
and speeches, reflecting the results of thorough study by scientific 
groups of the various aspects of V, I, Lenin's military heritage, were 
read at theoretic conferences in the General Staff Academy, the 
Military-Political Academy imeni Lenin, ani others on the 90th Anni- 
versary of Lenin's birthday. (3) 


Along with writings which are completely devoted to research of 
Vv. I. Lenin's military—political activity, there are works on various 
military problems which contain chapters about Len:in or which make 
broad use of Lenin's theories, Such books include Military Strate 3 (4) 
(edited by V. D. Sokolovskiy, Mil. Pub. Horse, 1962) On Soviet 


Military Science;0) by S, N. Kozlov, M. V, Smirnov, I, 5, Baz', 


P, A. Sidorov, Mil. Pub, House, 1964; Ths CPSU and the Building of 


the Soviet Armed Forces: are 64a nd others ps of 
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administrations of the Ministry of Defense participated in completing 
these works, 


Thus it may be said that the Soviet military-theory cadres huve 
done much work in overcoming the harmful effects of the Stalin person 
ality cult and in recreating the true historical role of Vo I, Lenin 
ie. the development of Soviet military seience and in the organization 
of the socialist statelts defense. Thiw work has played an essential 
role in the ideological, and politival indoctrination of our military 
cadres, in raising the theoretical leyel of military-scientific work, 
and in the creative solution of many cardinal problems of Soviet mi'li~ 
tary selence, 


In the interests of a further siudy and creative application of 
Lenin's heritage of military theory, it is necessary to clarify the 
unsolved tasks in this area of military-scientific work. This should 
be accomplished on the basis of a critical analysis of the works 
which have appeared recently on this subject. This is the way the 
book by a group of authors under the editorship of V. G. ‘TSVETKOV, 
On Lenin's Heritage of Military Theory, must be reviewed. (Moscow, 
Mil. Pub, House, 1964, 288 pages.) (7 


First of all it must be noted that, in compiling their work, 
the authors clearly understood that the stage of Simple repetition 
of Lenin's military theories has passed, The introduction to the book 
states the wholly corrert thought, that the task of developing and 
Studying Lenin's heritage is not a Simple systematization of' material, 
There is a convincing reference to Lenin's own statements on people's 
attitude toa heritage of the past, Lenin taught that a heritage 
must not be preserved as archivists preserve an old document, but. 
rather it must be protected and creatively developed (Compl. Collected 
Works, Vol. 2, p. 542), 


The book makes an attempt to show the further creative develop= 
ment cf Lenin's ideas on war, the army, and military science, Almost 
every chapter has sections dedicated to an interpretation of Lenin's 
ideas as applied to modern conditiong. Such an appreach by researchers 
to the development of a theme merits Support and approval. 


It is also necessary to rate positively the authors! attempt 
to include in one book a complete presentation of the basic trends in 
the military-theoretical activity of V. I. Lenin, The book has 
chapters which present Lenin's ideas on the causes and nature of wars 
in the imerialist epoch, on the armed defense of the socialist 
Fatherland, and on the military organization of the Soviet state, 
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Special chapters are devoted to such important problems, as Lenin's 
development of the principles of Soviet military science, the develop- 
ment of Soviet military art, and Lenin's concept of the role of the 
country's economic and moral-political capabilities and their use in 
war. It is natural that the discussion of such cardinal military- 
theoretical problems demanded much intensive effort and creative re- 
search from the authors, 


In evaluating the work by the authors! group, it must be said that 
as a whole they have mde a useful contribution which will assist a 
large number of military cadres to familiarize themselves with the 
tremendous wealth of military theoretical knowledge left to us in 
V. I. Lenin's heritage. 


In my opinion, the best chapters are those which present Lenin's 
ideas on the defense of the socialist Fatherland ami on the military 
organization of the Soviet state. There is detailed material in the 
chapter which analyzes the role of V. I. Lenin in the development of 
Soviet military art. Lenin's ideas are presented in the form of ample 
factual material; they are shown in action, and their tremendous 
mobilizing force is emphasized. The book contains new, interesting 
statements by V. I. Lenin on the country's economic capabilities and 
their utilization in war (chapter 7). The essence of wartime economy 
is thoroughly presented. 


However, solely in the interests of further creative study of 
Lenin's heritage concerning military theory, it must be said that the 
book under review is not a step forward in comparison with earlier 
publications. Its main content, as before, remains the systematiza- 
tion of and commentary on Lenin's material, The authors! intention 
to show the significance of Lenin's ideas on the development and im 
provement of Soviet military science was not fully achieved. Current 
factual material, contained in special sections of the chapters, is 
inadequate. It is not solely a question of quantity, but rather 
the fact that it is mostly of a general, declarative nature. As a rule, 
current problems are posed, but they are not solved, This, in my 
opinion, is the mst essential shortcoming of the book, To a certain 
degree, it applies to all chapters. I will cite several examples, 


Chapter 5, "V. I. Lenin's Creation of the Principles of Soviet 
Military Science," contains a special section, “Lenin's Heritage of 
Military Theory is a Guide Line for the Further Development of Soviet 
Military Science." Unfortunately, it gives no answers to the questions 
posed; the section contains the most general theories which will 
hardly enrich the reader with new knowledge. Here is a small excerpt 
which characterizes the style of the section: "For a correct under 
standing of the peculiar features of a possible nuclear rocket war 
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military theoretical heritage is necessary, as well as the ability 
to apply Lenin's ideas and instructions ina creative manner to the 
analysis of current military affairs and ways of developing them" (page 
180). The statement is y undoubtedly, correct but it showld be proved 
and not merely declared, In the same chapter, there are very few 
| examples of creative applisat:ion by Soviet military science of Lenin's 
heritage to the solution of modam military theory problems, It is 
true that at times the authors attempt to give examples » but they do 
so without the required scientific argumentation and not always 
correctly. 


For example, one of the laws of modern war is the increasing role 
of the people's masses, The reader awaits a well reasoned answer to 
the question concerning the factors behind this law, In addition to 
a theoretical formulation of the question it is necessary to give 
convincing, factual, comparative data on the increasing numerical 
strength of armies, on the number of countries which participated iin 
the last wars, the increase in the nunbex of persons working ‘in the 
rear per one fighter, etc. In the book nothing is said about this, 

After citing V. I, Lenin's well-known theories that wars are now 
conducted by the people, the authors state: "In modern wars, the 
decisive role of people's masses is determined by their growing signi~ 
ficance in public production and their increasing activity in the 
State's political life. It is also made possible by the increased ree 
quirements of war on the economies, political, and moral capabilities 
of the social structure of the beitigerant countries” (p, 159). 


I will cite another example of the insufficiently argued approach 

: to problems of modern war. Speaking of the significance of the time 

i- factor as related to the introduction of mass destruction weapons » the 

authors state, incidently, thats “The factor of Space now does not 
have the same significance as before (pol49). But what is the real 
Significance of space ina future war? War has now achieved a tremen- 
dous spatial scopes it embraces all continents of the earth in its 
orbit. Therefore, it appears to me that under conditions of a thermo 
nuclear war the advantage wiil be with that country which possesses 
the larger territory and sonsequentiy the greater survivability for its 
economic and military potential, The “xemendous spatial scope of a 
futures war has required the creation, improvement, and development of 
weapons of destruction which are capable of effective performance over 
any distance, It is also possible that, the imperialists will attempt 
to expand the scope of war beyond the boundaries of the earth into 
Space, 


The correct methodological approach to a study of V. I. Lenin's 
heritage of military theory is of vital importance. The role of the 
leader in the development of military theory ani practice cannot be 
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problems, Lenin's military~theoretical heritage includes general 
philosophical theories which are the ideological theoretical, and 
methodological foundation for Soviet military science, The book does 
not emphasize that the basic ideas of the dialectical-mterialist 
understanding of theory are the key to a scientific explanation of 
the laws governing military development. A formalistic approach 
to the study of Lenin's heritage, with mere citing of authority, 
or an artificial application of Lenin's theories on various matters 
to military problems, cannot be permitted, Unfortamately, deficiencies 
of this nature are found in the book under review, 


At times, the authors mechanica 
revolutionary class struggle to cove In describing 
the objective c A te: "The 

rmined by certain objective 
factors (basic, constant factors) 9 which have a direct influence on 
the development and outcome of war. In speaking of the fates of 
revolutions and of the successful outcome of class struggle, Lenin 
stated that these depend ona number of objective factors ~~ economic, 
financial, military, and political,® (pe 149) 


Such a direct transfer of laws governing war to laws governing 
revolutions is hardly acceptable. Both have objective causes, but 
they have specific characteristics which cannot be equated, 


The same error is made by the authors in their approach to the 
question of forms of conflict, “The task of the Communist Party in 
the field of military theory, as defined by Lenin, consists of pre= 
Senting a scientific synthesis of the experience of the struggling 
masses; discovering and mastering the best forms of 


arming t 


it is I, Lenin are related 
to forms of The methods 
stics,. Actual 
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a military selence to a Simple summarization of the practice of past ware. 
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; Accordingly, it follows that military selense cannot create a scien= 
tifie theory for a future war, 


In speaking of military science, consideration must be given to 
one of its important features in comparison with other sciences, It 
can make only limited use of practical experience and experimentation, 
Trcop exercises and maneuvers on various scales and the testing of 
weapons and combat equipment present only simulated material in 
compaxison with the real situation of war. Psychologically, the 
participante /of maneuvers/ are in a peaceful frame of mind aml they 
are in no mortal danger, Therefore military science, even though it 
is based on the experience of past wars and on military practice, 
develops the theory of a future war by the logical method, which is a 
powerful instrument of world cognition and seientific foresight. 

By using the logical method, K. Marx created the theory of cost, and 
Lenin developed the new theory of socialist revolution. 


The discussion of laws governing armed conflict, as presented 
in the book, suffers from a certain underestimation of the subjective 
factor. After properly stressing the objective nature of the laws of 
armed struggle, the authors fail to pay sufficlent attention to the 
fact that the exploitation of these laws depends on the conscious 
activity of the people and on the technological and: economic conditions, 
Several times the book emphasizes that Maxx, Engels, and Lenin viewed 
armed conflict, be it an uprising or a Wats as an art, 


The significance of this theory is that it provides a scientific 
criterion for evaluating the role of the Subjective factor in armed 
conflict, The representatives of that art are always the military 
leaders, whose skill plays an important part in achieving victory. 


Our military-theory cadres slearly realize that research of 
Lenin's ideological heritage is a very important and responsible as- 
pect of military-scientifie work, I+ requires a thoroughly scientific 
approach, adherence to principles and a meticulous attitude toward each 
of Lenin's theories. Unfortunately, there are some inaccuracies in the 
book under review, 


V. I, Lenin made such an enormous contribution to the creative 
development of Marxism that there is no need to credit him with some- 
thing that was done before his tames Thue, the introduction states: 
"Lenin was the first to reveal and prove in a comprehensive manner, the 
interrelationship of war and politics” (p.8), even though it is a fact 
that Marx and Engels revealed that interrelationship and gave a scienti-~ 
fic evaluation of wars prior to the period of monopolistic capitalism 
a8 a continuation of politics by various classes a 


Lenin defemed these theories in the strug ple age 
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imperialist epoch, 
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The author wakes another inaccurate statement in the introduction 

by saying that "the initial theories on the relationship between war 
and politics, and on war as a continuation of politics, are presented 
in the work Socialism and War, written in July.and August 1915" (pp. 8- 

). It appears from this that the initial theories on the relation~ 
Ship between war. and politics were not developed before August 1915, 
But this is not correct. As noted above, these theories had. been 
formulated by Marx and Engels in the middle of the 19th century. 
V. I. Lenin presented a thorough analysis of wars of the late L9th 
century and the beginning of the 20th century at the beginning of 
his revolutionary activity. He characterized these wars as imperialist 
actions and as the expression of imperialist politics of expansion. 
During the Russian-Japanese War, Lenin wrote a number of brilliant 
theoretical works in which he presented thorough arguments for the 
relationship between war and politics, 


The book contains annoying errors in giving the publication 
dates of some of Lenin's works, The book’, Materialism and Emirio~ 
criticism, was dated 1916 (ps 143); and the lecture “War and 
Revolution" was dated 1907 (pe 162), Actually, the first named work 


appeared tin 1909, and the lecture was reac ‘in 1917 and published 
in 1929, 


It is also necessary to draw attention to the discussion of 
Ienin's style of work, Here there should not be even the slightest 
inaccuracy ‘in describing V. I, Lenizx, In this regard, phrases such 
as "Lenin demanded" (pp. 195, 196, 203, and others) should not be 
used. One of the characteristics of Lenin's style of strategic 
leadership is the fact that he did not impose his will on anyone. His 
Suggestions on essential problems in the conduct of war were presented 
for discussion to organs of collective leadership and only then were 
they formulated in appropriate directives, The implementation of 
accepted decisions and directives was another matter, Here Lenin 
demonstrated exceptional firmness and exactingness,. 


It is understandable that the authors wished to present a clear 
and convincing portrayal o1 V. I. Lenin as a military leader, But 
i e Certain expressions found in the 


book do not contribute to the proper solution of this task (pp. 20 
27, 35, 39 and others), 


> 


In my opinion, the authors commit a serious error of omission by 
completely ignoring the way in which Lenin's ideas were creatively 
Sed in the military and scientific activities of Lenin's students, 
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Ey SCH A whole galaxy of talented military leaders arose on the basis 
of Lenin's ideas - M. V, Frunze, M, N. Tukhachevskiy, S, 3S, Kamenev, 
Bo Me Shaposhnikew, and others who in their practical activity and 
scientific research creatively developed Soviet. military science, 


An essential shortcoming of the book under review is the 
fact that it does not always have a sharply critical approach to 
bourgeois militury theories, For example, it does not emphasize 
that Lenin's development of the pxinciples of Soviet military seience 
and of military organization occurred during a sharp ideological con 
flict with the Mensheviks, Trotsakyites, "Leftist" Communists, and 
opportunists of the Second International, Except for a few general 
phrases, the reader will find nothing cn this subject in the book, 
The authors frequently cite Lenin's theories on the necessity of 
studying the enemy, but they are not guided by them. Their criticism 
of modern bourgeois theory appears incidental, It does not arm the 
reader with knowledge of the reavtionary essence amt the anti~ 
Communist trend of military docteine of imperialist countries, What 
can the reader gain from such a genewal statement as; “Soviet military 
science has developed ina decisive and unrelenting struggle against 
obsulete and reactionary tenets ot' bourgeois military science, It 
fought and is fighting against bourgeois ideology and methodology, 
against idealism and a metaphysical, dogmatic approach to the solution 
of military problems* (p, 134), Unfortunately, the book uses a 
Simplified approach to criticism of bourgeois theories, merely listing 
a number of bourgeois theoreti cians and giving a sweeping evaluation 
of them as reactionaries and idealists, (pp. 145, 166). Our military 
cadres must know not only the military and economic potentials of’ a 
probable enemy, but also his ideology ami military theory. The book 
does not help to solve this problem, 


A serious reproach should also be made to the editors of the 
books There are many repetitions, careless formulations » factual 
inaccuracies, and discrepancies in terminology, The book is not in- 
proved by its didactic tone, high-sounding phrases » and abundance of’ 
general declarative passages, A book is not a collection of directives, 
Its purpose is to give the reader a certain amount of knowledge, ale 
ready established by science, Certainly, the authors may draw the 
reader's attention to some unsolved questions, But very frequently 
instead of an answer to current questions, the book only presents problems 
or declarative, general theories, (pp. 28, 299 152, 179-180, 212, 226, 
and others). 


n oritape of Military Theory, I would not like ‘the 
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mune @ was to indicate shortcomings which are typical not only for 


this book and thereby to help researchers ‘in a further thorough study 
YRGHT o¢ this important military~theoretical problem. 


Despite the significant Scope attained by the study of V. I. Lenin's 
military~theoretical heritage in recent years, we have still not made 
the transition from a systematization of Lenin's statements to an 
analysis of Lenin's theories on individual problems, 


"with 
out science it is imp Compl. Coll, 
Works, Vol. 40, p. ing. | 


The theoretical and methodological basis for scientific leader 
ship of military organization and development of military science 
is Marxist-Leninist theory, and Lenin's heritage of military theory, 
It is therefore important to expand the Scope of the study of V. I, 
Lenin's military theories, and to include not only military philosophers , 
historians, and economists, but also military specialists in this 
work. This will prevent a one~sided treatment of Lenin's ideas and 
increase attention to the study of Lenin's views on problems in mili- 
tary science and military art. 


in my opinion, must be 
f Lenin's ideas to a 
Let military science. Lenin's 
resent conditions is the 
exhaustible ideological 
entator-stylo method must be resolutely 
Our military—theoretical cadres must boldly 
for conducting thermo~ 
of Marxism-Leninism and 


Some recommendations for practical and theoretical activity 
Should become a tradition ‘iin each book and each scientific work. Mili- 
tary science must perform its duty on the basis of the triumphant 
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heories, to arm our military cadres with progressive theory on the 
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